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SUBJECT: SUEZ CANAL AUTHORITY CLAIMS EOR DUES AND 
SERVICES FOR PRIOR YEAR CANAL TRANSITS 

1. DEFENSE ATTACHE OFFICE HAS RECEIVED FROM SUEZ CANAL 
AUTHORITY (SCA) A BILL IN THE AMOUNT OF LE 23,805.839 

FOR WHAT ARE DESCRIBED AS OUTSTANDING INVOICES FOR US 
NAVY SHIP TRANSITS OF THE SUEZ CANAL, AND EOR SERVICES 
INCIDENT TO THESE TRANSITS, IN THE YEARS PRIOR TO THE 1967 
WAR. SCA REQUESTS IMMEDIATE PAYMENT IN US DOLLARS. 

2. EARLIEST OF THESE CLAIMS IS DATED AUGUST 1958 AND 

MOST RECENT JUNE 1967. A TOTAL OF NINETEEN SHIPS ARE LISTED, 

AS FOLLOWS: INTREPID,SVOXER, SPIEFEL GROVE, CORRY, 

BLANDY, EOREST SHERMAN, BACHE, TURNER, THOMAS J. 

GARY, OCEANOGRAPHER, WILLIAM R. RUSH, SGT MORRIS 
E. CAIRN, NEW, WILLIAMS, MCCAFFERY, GEARING, 

MILLS, EISKE AND DYESS. 

3. DAO AND EMBASSY FILES REGARDING THESE CLAIMS ARE 
INCOMPLETE, NO DOUBT DUE TO LONG PERIOD OE TIME WHEN US 
REPRESENTATION IN EGYPT WAS CONFINED TO SMALL US INTERESTS 
SECTION OF SPANISH EMBASSY. AVAILABLE RECORDS REFLECT 
REPEATED SUBMISSION OF CLAIMS BY SCA, AND CONTAIN COPIES OF 
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FROM SHIPS CONCERNED. WE ALSO HOLD COPY OF A US INTERESTS 
SECTION LETTER OE JANUARY 14, 1970 (UNSERIALIZED, REGISTER 
NUMBER 594579) IN WHICH A SUMMARY OF THESE OUTSTANDING 
INVOICES WAS FORWARDED TO COMMANDER US NAVY EINANCE 
CENTER, CLEVELAND WITH A REQUEST EOR GUIDANCE AS TO WHAT 
ACTION SHOULD BE TAKEN. THERE IS NO RECORD HERE OE RESPONSE 
TO THIS LETTER. 

4. EMBASSY CANNOT SUBSTANTIATE VALIDITY OE ABOVE CLAIMS, NOR 
ESTABLISH WITH ANY CERTAINTY THAT ALL REMAIN UNPAID. IF THESE 
CLAIMS ARE STILL OUTSTANDING, EMBASSY RECOMMENDS IT BE 
AUTHORIZED TO SETTLE THEM AS EXPEDITIOUSLY AS POSSIBLE. 

5. PRIOR PAYMENTS FOR CANAL TRANSIT DUES AND SERVICES 
OF THIS NATURE WERE MADE IN EGYPTIAN POUNDS. WHILE WE 
SUSPECT THAT PAYMENT OE EEES EOR TRANSIT OF SUEZ CANAL WHEN 
REOPENED WILL BE REQUIRED IN DOLLARS (OR OTHER CONVERTIBLE 
CURRENCY), EMBASSY BELIEVES THAT PAYMENT OF THESE 
CLAIMS, IE AUTHORIZED, SHOULD BE IN EGYPTIAN POUNDS, VICE 

US DOLLARS AS SCA HAS ASKED. THIS QUESTION WOULD PROBABLY 
HAVE TO BE NEGOTIATED WITH SCA, HOWEVER. 
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